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* " Authentic Copy of a PETIT 70 e for a Reform in F Parka 


"preſented Io the Heiſe of Commons by CHARLES GREY, Eig. on 
Monday, 6th May 1793; and fign-d only by the Members f THE 
SOCIETY OF TH FRIENDS OF 7 11 PEOPLE, afficiated 
for the Purpiſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Ref erm, 


Bane, I, e., e 


To the Honourablz the Cy! none" 8K Treat Britain in Parliament 
e 999 
Hes. e 


The humble Petitian, Cc. fheweth, 


HAT by the form and ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution, the King is 


veſted with the ſole Executive Power. 
That the Houſe of Lords conſiſts of Lords 
ing their titles and conſequence either from t 


Privileges. 
That theſe two powers, if they actod withopt controul, would form either 


p* 


* 


Spiritual and Temporal, deriv- 
he Crown, or from Hereditary 


a deſpotic Monarchy, or a dange rous Oligarchy. 
That the wiſdom of our a:ccitors hath c ontri ved, that theſe authorities may 


be rendered not only harmleſs, but beneficial, and be exerciſed for the ſecu- 


rity and happineſs of the People. 
That this ſecurity and happineſs are to be looked for in the introduction of 


a Third Eftate, diſtinct from, at 1d a check upon the er two branches of the 
Legiſlature ; created by, repreſenting, and reſponſible to the People them- 
ſelves. 
That ſo much 1 upon the preſervation of this Third Eſtate, in 
ſuch its conſtitutional purity and ſtrength, your Per titioners are rea ſonably 
jealous of whatever may appear 5 vitiate the one, or to imrair the other. 
That at the preſent day the 1 iouſe of Commons does net fully and fairly 
repreſent the Feop le of E net; nd, which, conſiſte ntly with what your Petit. 
tioners conceive to be the principle of the 0 onſtitution, they conſider as a 
rievance, and th: refore. with all becoming reſpect, lay their complaints be- 


gric dy Our 11 Lonourabic | LO ule. 
That though the terms in which your P'ctitioners ſtate their grievance 


may be looked upon as ſtrong g. vet your Honourable Houſe is entreated to 
believe that no cx preſſion is made nie of for the purpoſe of offence, 

Your Fetitioners in aflirming that your Honourable Houſe is not an ade- 
quate Repreſc ntation of the Peo; le of 1 Engi ind, do but ſtate a fact, which, 
if the word © Repreſentation” he acceptec Ii in its fair and obvious ſenſe, they 
are ready to prove, and which they think detrimental to their int. creits, and 
contrary to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution. 

How far this inadequate Repreſentation is prejudicial to their intereſts, 
your Vetittoners apprehe: nd they may be allowed to decide for tlemſelves; 

ut how far it is contrary to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, they reter to the 
conſideration of your IIonourable Ilouſe. 

if your Honourable Houſe ſhall be pleaſed to determine that the People of 


England ought not to he tully repreſented, your Peti:icners pray that ſuch 
end that the Pcopie may be 


Four determination 1 av be made $i OWN, to tl 
A apprized 


| 2 


LTC © 
. on 


3 «<-> 


4 


WW 


> 


eds + 


C.J 


apprized of their real ſituation ; but if ou Honourable Houſe ſhall conceive 
that the People are already fully repreſented, then your Petitioners beg leave 
to call your attention to the following facts: 

Your letitioners complain, that the number of Repreſentatives aſſigned to 
the different Counties is groſsly difproportioned to their comparative Extent, 
Population, and Trade. 

Your Petitioners complain, that the Elective Franchiſe is ſo partially and 
unequally diſtributed, and is in ſo many inſtances committed to bodies of men 
of ſuch very limited numbers, that the majority of your Honourable Houſe 
is elected by leſs than fifteen thouſand Electors, which, even if the male adults 
in the kingdom be eſtimated at ſo low a number as three millions, is not more 
than the two hundreth part of the people to be repreſented, 

Your Petitioners complain, that the right of voting isregulated by no uni- 
f>rm or rational principle. 

Your Petitioners complain, that the exerciſc of the Elective Franchiſe is 
only renewed once in Seven Years, 

Your Petitioners thus diſtinctly ſtate the ſubjeR matter of their complaints, 
that your Honourable Houſe may be convinced that they are acting from no 
ſpirit of general diſcontent, and that you may with the more eaſe be enabled 
10 enquire into the facts, and to apply the remedy. * 

For the evidence in ſupport of the FizsT Comyr.arxt, your Petitioners 
refer to the Return Book of your Honourable Houſe, — Is it fitting, that 
Rutland and Yorkſhire ſhould bear an equal rank in the ſcale of County Re- 
preſentation ; or can it be right, that Cornwall alone ſhould, by its extrava- 

nt proportion of Borough Meinbers, outnumber not only the Repreſenta- 
tives of Yorkſhire and Rutland together, but of Middleſex added to them? 
Or, if a diſtinction be taken between the landed and the trading intereſts, 
muſt it not appear monſtrous that Cornwall and Wiltſhire ſhould ſend more 
Borough Members to Parliament, than Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Warwick. 
ſhire, Middleſex, Worceſterſhire, and Somerſetſhire united ? and that the 
total Repreſentation of all Scotland ſhould but exceed by one Member, the 
number returned fora ſingle County in England? 

The Sz coxp Conriaix of your Petitioners, is founded on the unequal 
_—_— in which the Elective Franchiſe is diſtributed, and in ſupport 
Ot it, 

They affirm, that ſeventy of your Honourable Members are returned by 
thirty-five places, where the right of voting is veſted in Burgage and other 
Tenures of a ſimilar deſcription, and in which it would be to trifle with the 
patience of your Honourable Houſe, to mention any number of voters what- 
ever, the elections at the places alluded to being notoriouſly a mere matter of 
form. And this your Petitioners are ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition to the ſeventy Honourable Members ſo 
choſen, ninety more of your Honourable Members are elected by foriy- ſix 
—— in none of which the number of voters exceeds fifty, And this your 

etitioners are ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition to the hundred and ſixty fo elected, thirty. 
ſeven more of your Honourable Members are elected by nineteen places, in 
none of which the number cf voters exceeds one hundred. And this your 
Petitioners are ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition to the hundred and ninety-ſeven Honourable 
Members ſo choſen, fifty-rwo more are returned to ſerve in Parliament, by 
twenty-ſix places, in none of which the number of Voters exceeds two hun- 
dicd, And this your Petitioners are ready to prove, 


They 
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They afirm, that in addition to the two hundred and forty- nine fo elected 
twenty more are returned to ſerve in Parliament for counties in Scotland, by 
leſs than one hundred Electors each, and ten for counties in Scotland by lefs 
than two hundred and fifty each. And this your Petitioners are ready to 
prove, even admitting the validity of ſictitious votes. 

They affirm, that in addition ts the two hundred and ſeventy-nine ſo 
elected, thirteen diſtricts of Burghs in Scotland, not containing one hundred 
voters each, and two diſtricts of Burghs, not containing one hundred and 
twenty-five each, return fifteen more Honourable Members, And this your 
Petitioners are ready to prove. ; 

And in this manner, according to the pteſent ſtate of the Repreſentation, 
two hundred and ninety-four of your Honourable Members are choſen, and, 
being a majority of the entire Houſe of Commons, are enabled to decide all 
queſtions in the name of the whole people of England and Scotland. | 

The THirxD ComeLaixT of your Petitioners is founded on the preſent 
complicated rights of voting: From the caprice with which they have been 
varied, and the obſcurity in which they have become involved by time and 
contradictory deciſions, they ate become a ſource of infinite confuſion, litiga- 
tion, and expence. | 

Your Petitioners need not tendet any evidence of the inconveniences which 
ariſe from this defect in the Repreſentation, becauſe the proof is to be 
found in your Journals, and the Minutes of the different Committees who 
have been appointed under the roth and 11th of the King. Your Honour- 
able Houſe is but too well acquainted with the tedious, intricate, and expen- 
five ſcenes of litigation which have been brought before you, in attemptin 
to ſettle the legal import of thofe numerous diſt inctions which perplex _ 
confound the preſent rights of voting. How many months of your valuable 
time have been waſted in liſtening to the wrangling of Lawyers upon the 
various ſpecies of Burgagehold, Leaſehold, and Freehold ! How many Com- 
mittees have been occupied in inveſtigating the nature of Scot and Lot, Pot- 
wallers, Commonalty, Populacy, refiant Inhabitants; and Inhabitants at 
large! What labour and reſearch have been employed in endeavouring to 
aſcertain the legal claims of Borough-men, Aldermen, Fort- men, Select-men, 
Burgeſſes, and Council-men! And what confuſion has ariſen from the com- 

licated operation of claſhing Charters, from freemen reſident and non- 
reſident, and from the different modes of obtaining the freedom of Corpora- 
tions by birth, by ſervitude, by marriage, by redemption, by election, and 
by purchaſe! On all theſe points it is however needleſs for your Petitioners 
to enlarge, when your 1lonourable Houſe recollects the following facts 3 
namely, that fince the twenty-ſecond of December 1790, no leſs than twenty- 
one committees have been employed in deciding upon litigated rights of 
voting. Of theſe, eight were occupied with the diſputes of three Boroughs, 
and there are Petitions trom four places yet remainihg before your Honour- 
able Houſe, waiting for a final decifion to inform the Electors what their 
fights really are. 

But the complaint of your Petitioners on the ſubjeR of the want of an uni- 
form, and equitable principle in regulating the right of voting, extends as well 
to the arbitrary manner in which ſome are excluded, as to the intricate quali- 
fications by which others are admitted to the exerciſe of that privilege, 

Religious Opinions create an incapacity to vote. All Papiſts are excluded 
generally, and, by the operation of the Teſt Laws, Proteſtant Diſſenters are de- 
prived of a voice in the election of Repreſentatives in about thirty Boroughs, 
where the right of voting is confined to Corporate Officers alone; a depriva- 
tion the more unjuſtifiable, becauſe, though conſidered as unworthy to vote, 
they 
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they ate deemed capable of being elected, and may be the Repreſentatives of 
the very places for which they are diſqualiſied from being the Electors. 

A man poſſeſſed of one thouſand pounds per annum, or any other ſum, 
arifing from copyhold, leaſchold for ninety-nine years, trade, property in the 
Public Funds, or even frechold in the city of London, and many other cities 
and towns having peculiar Juriſdictions, is not thereby intirled to vote. Here 
again a ſtrange diſtinction is taken between ele ting and repreſenting, as a 
copyhc Id is a ſuſſicient qualification to fit in your [tonourabl» Houſe, 

A man paying taxes to any amount, how yreat ſoever, for his domeſtic 
eſtabliſh: ent, does not thereby obtain a right to vote, unleſs his reſidene be 
in ſome borough where that right i is veſted in the inhabitaats. This excepe 
tion operates in ſixty places, of which twWentyceight do not contain three hun- 
dred voters each, and the number of houſchol.! ters in n, land and Wales 
(excluſive of Scot! an a), w ho pay all taxes, 1s 714, 55 „ and ot houſehollers 
who pay all Taxes, bat the i!louſe and M indow Taxes, is 284, 459, as appears 
by a return made to your IIonourable Houſe in 1785 fo that, even ſup- 
poſing the ſixty places above mentioned to contain, one with another, one 
thouſand voters in each, there will remain 939,370 houſcholders who have 
no voice in the Re; orefentation, unleis they have obtained 1 it by accident or 
by purchaſe. Neither their contributions to the public bur lens, theit pence- 
able demeanor as good ſuhjects, nor their general reſpectahility and merits as 
uſeſuFcitizens, allord them, as the low now ſtands, the ſmalleſt pretentons to 
participate in the choice of thoſe, who, under the name of their Repreivata- 
tives, may diſpoſe of their fortunes and liberties, 

In Scotla; id, the grievance ariſing from the nature of the rights of voting, 
has a different and ſtill more intole rable operation. In that gre: it and 59 pu- 
lous diviſion of the kingdom, not ouly the great ma! 'S 0¹ the houſchs! ders, 
but of the landholders alfo are exclude from all partici pation in the choice 
of Repreſentatives, By the remains of the feudal ſyſtem in the counties, the 
vote is ſevered from the land, and attached to what is cotl-d the ſuperiority, 
In other words it is taken from the ſubltance, and transferred to the ſhadow, 
becauſe, though cach of theſe ſupe riorities muſt, with very few exceptions, 
ariſe from lands oi the preſent annual value of four hundred poun'ls turling, 
yet it is not neceſlar;” that the land ds ſhould do more than give 2 name to the 
ſuperionty, the poſſcſſor of which may retain the right of \ voting notwith- 
ſtanding he be diveſted of the property. And on the "other had , great land- 
holders have the means aſforded them by the ſame y nem, of adding to their 
influence, without expence to themſelves, by communi ang to their confi- 
dential friends the privilege of electing Members to ſerve in! arliament. L he 
proceſs by which this operation Is perform: ed is fimple, le who wiſhes to 
encreaſe the number of his dependent vote 5, ſurieniers his charter to the 
Crown, and, parc2!ling out his ckate into as many lots of four hundred 
pounds per annum, as may be convenient, conveys them to ſuch as he can 
conſide in. To theſe, now charters are, upon application, granted by the 

[to a ſuperiority, vhich prix lege Once 


Crown, ſo as to creck eac! of them 5 ; | 

obta! ned, the land it ſelf :5 reconveyed to the ori 85 1a Fra 1ntor; and thi us the 
Repreſentatives of the landed intereſt in Scotland in ay Le choſen by thoſe who 
1.2 no real or beneficial inter; & 15 tft 0 land, 
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Officers freely choſen by the inhabitants at large, have deprived the People 
of all participation in that privilege, the free exerciſe of which affords the 
only ſecurity they can poſſeſs for the protection of their liberties and pro- 
perty. 

the ForaTn and Lasr Comyrarxr of your Petitioners is the length of 
the duration of Parliaments, Your IIonourable Houſe knows, that by the 
ancient laws and ftatutes of this kingdom trequent Parliaments ought to be 
held; and that the ſixth of William and Mary, c. 2. (ſince repealed) ſpeak- 
ing while the ſpirit of the Revolution was yet warm, declared, that“ fre- 
« quent and new Parliaments tend very much to the happy union and good 
« agreement between King and People;“ and enacted, that no Parliament 
ſhould laſt longer than three years. Your Petitioners, without preſuming to 
add to ſuch an authority by any obſervations of thetr own, humbly pray Jos 
Parliaments may not be continued for ſeven years. 

Your PuTitTi0NERs have thus laid before you the ſpecific grounds of 
complaint, from which they conceive every evil in the Repreſentation to 
ſing, and oa which they thin!: every abuſe and inconvenience is founded. 

What thoſe abuſes are, and how great that inconvenience is, it becomes your 
Petitioners to Kate, as the beſt means of jukifying their preſent application 
to your Honourable Houſe, 

Your Vetitioners then aſfirm, that from the combined operation of the 
deſecis they have pointed ont, ariſe thoſe ſcenes of confuſion, litigation, and 
expence witch ſo diſgrace the name, and that extenſive ſyſtem of vRVATE 
PATRON AGE Which is ſo repugnant to the ſpirit of free Repreſentation. 


Your Petitioners entreat of your Honourable Houſe to conſider the man- 


ner in which Hlections are conducted, and to reflect upon the extreme incon- 
verience to which Electors are expoſed, and the intolerable expence to which 
Candidates are ſubjected, 

Your [lonourable Houſe knows that tumults, diſorders, outrages, and per- 
jury, are too often the dreadtul attendants on conteſted Elections as at this 
time carried on. 

Your Honourable Houſe knows that polls are only taken in one fixed place 
for each County, City, and Borough, whether the number of Voters be ten 
or ten thouſand, and whether they be reſident or difperfed over England. 

Y our | lonourable I Iouſe knows that polls, however few the Electors, may 
by law be continued for fifteen days, -and even then be ſubjected to a 
ſcrutiny. 

Your Honourable Houſe knows that the management and conduct of polls 


is committed to Returning Officers, who, from the very nature of the pro- 


ccedings, muſt be inveſted with extenfive and difcretionary powers, and who, 
it appears by every volume of your Journals, have but too often exerciſed 
thoſe powers with the moſt groſs partiality and the moſt ſcandalous cortup- 
on. 

Of Hections arranged with ſuch little regard to the accommodation of the 
parties, acknowledged to require ſuch a length of time to complete, and 
trufted to the ſuperintendance of ſuch ſuſpicious agents, your tretitioners 
might eaſily draw out a detail of the expence. But it is unneceſſary. The 
fact 13 too notorious to require proof, that ſcarce an inſtance can be produced 
where a Member has obtained a diſputed ſeat in Farliament at a leſs coſt 
than from two to five thouſand pounds; particular caſes are not wanting 
where ten times theſe ſums have been paid, but it is ſufficient for your PFeti- 
tioners to affirm, and to be able to prove it if denied, that, ſuch is the expence 
of a conteſted return, that he who ſhould become a Candidate with even 
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ter funds than the laws require him to ſwear to as his qualification to ſſ 
in your | onourable Houſe, muſt either rclinquiſh his pretenſions on the a 
pearance of an oppoſition, or ſo reduce his fortune in the conteſt, that 4 
could not take his ſeat without perjury, 

Ihe reviſian of the original polls before the Committees of your Honour. 
able uſe, upon appeals from the deciſions of the Returning Offcers, affords 
a frei, ſource of vexation and expence to all parties. Your Honourable 
F:ouſe knows, that the complicated rights of voting, and the ſhameful 
practices which diſgrace election proceedings, have ſo loaded your table with 
Petitions for judgment and redreſs, that one half of the uſual duration of a 
Parliament has ſcarcely been ſufficient to ſettle who is entitled to fit for the 
other half; and it was nat till within the laſt two months that your Honour. 
able Io had an opportunity of diſcovering, that the two Gentlemen, who 
ſat and voted near three years as the Repreſentatives of the Porough of Stock- 
bridge, had procured themſelves to be elected by the moſt ſcandalous bribery ; 
and that the two Gentlemen, who fat and voted during as long a period for 
the Borough of Great Grimſby, had not heen elected at all. 

In truth, all the miſchiets of the preſent ſyſtem of Repreſentation are aſcer- 
tained by the diſiculties which even the zeal and wiſdom of your tlonourable 
Hovſc experiences in attending to the variety of complaints brought before you, 
Thovph your Coinmittees fit five hours every day from the time of their 
appo'.iment, they generally are unable to come to a deciiion in leſs than a 
fort night, and very frequently are detained from thirty to forty days. The 
VM eſtaunſter caſe in 1789, will even furniſh your Honourable Heuſe with an 
inſtance, where, after deliberating forty-five days, a Committee gravely re- 
ſolved, that, From an attentive conſideration of the circumſtances relating 
& to the cauſe, a final decifton ct the buſineſs before them could not rake 
place in the courſe of the Seſſion, and that not improbably the whole of the 
J arliament“ having at that time near two years longer to fit) ** might be 
* conſumed in a tedious and expenſive litigation ;” and they recommended 
it to the Fetitioners to withdraw their Petition, which, after a fruitleſs perſe- 
verance of above three months, they were actually obliged to ſubmit to. 

Your Fetitioners will only upon this ſubject further add, that the expence 
to each of the partics, who have been either Plaintiff or Defendant in Veti- 
tions tried beſore your Honourable Houſe in the preſent Seſſion, has, upon 
an average, amounted to above one hundred pounds per day; and that the 
Attornies' Eills in one cauſe, the trial of which in point of form only laſted 
two days, and in point of fact only fix hours, amounted to very near twelre 
hundred pounds. And this your Peritioners are ready to prove. 

Your PETITIONERS mult now beg leave to call the attention of your 
Honouzable Houſe to the greateſt evil produced by theſe defects in the Repre- 
ſentation of which they complain, namely, the extent of PRIVATE ParLi1A- 
MENTARY PATRONAGE ; an abuſe which obviouſly tends to exclude the 

reat maſs of the Jeople from any ſubſtantial influence in the Election of the 

ſouſe of Commons, and which, in its progreſs, threatens to uſurp the ſove- 
reignty of the country, to the equa! danger of the King, of the Lords, and of 
the Commons. 

The Vatzonage of which your Petitioners complain, is of tabs kinds: That 
which ariſes from the vnequal diſtribution of the EleQtive Franchiſe, and the 

culiar rights o. voting by which certain places return Members to ſerve in 

arliaments; and that which ariſes from the expence attending conteſted 
Elections, and the conſequent degree of power acquired by wealth. 

By theſe two means, a weight cf Parliamentary Influence has been ob. 
tained by certain individuals, forbidden by the ſpirit of the laws, and in its 
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eonſequences moſt dangerous to the Liberties of the People of Great 
Britain. 

The operation of the j ſpecies of Patronage is direct, and ſubjeR to 
- poſitive proof, ErcuTy-your individuals do by their own immeliate 
authority ſend ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN of your Honourable 
Members to Parliament. And this your Petitioners are ready, if the fact be 
diſputed, to prove, and to name the Members and the Patrons, 

The ſecond ſpecies of Patronage cannot be ſhewa with equal accuracy, 
though it is felt with equal force, 

Your Petitioners are convinced, that in addition to the one hundred and 
fifty-ſeven Honourable Members above-mentioned, one hundred and fifty 
more, making in the whole THREz HUNDRXED AND SEVEN, are returned 
to your Honourable Houſe, not by the collective voice of thoſe whom the 
appear to repreſent, but by the recommendation of ſeventy powerful indivi- 
duals, added to the eighty-four before-mentioned, and making the total num- 
ber of Patrons altogether only ov yuxnDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR, Who 
return a DECIDED MAJORITY of your Honourable Houſe. | 

Ifyour Honourable Houſe will accept as evidence the common report and 

eneral belief of the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, which return the Mem- 
bo alluded to, your Petitioners are ready to name them, and to prove the fact; 
or if the Members in queſtion can be made parties to the enquiry, your Peti- 
tions will name them, and be governed by the teſtimony which they them- 
ſelves ſhall publicly give. But if ncither of theſe proofs be thought confiſt- 
ent with the proceedings of your Honourable Houſe, then your Petitioners 
can only aſſert their belief of the fact, which they hereby do in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, and on the moſt deliberate conviction. 

Your Petitioners entreat your Honourable Houſe to believe that, in com- 
plaining of this ſpecics of influence, it is not their intention or defire to decry 
or to condemn that juſt and natural attachment which they, who are cnabled 
by their fortune, and inclined by their diſpoſition, to apply great means to 
honourable and benevolent ends, will always inſure to themſelves. What 
yu Petitioners complain of is, that property, whether well or ill employed, 

as equal power; that the preſent ſyſtem of Repreſentation gives to it a de- 
gree of weight which renders it independent of character; which enables it 
to excite fear as well as to procure reſpect, and which confines the choice of 
Electors within the ranks of opulence, becauſe, though it cannot make riches 
the ſole object of their affection and confidence, it can and does throw ob- 
ſtacles, almoſt inſurmountable, in the way of every man who is not rich, and 
thereby ſecures to a ſelect few the capability of becoming Candidates them- 
ſelves, or ſupporting the pretenſions * Of this your Petitioners com- 
plain loudly, becauſe they conceive it to be highly unjuſt, that, while tte 
language of the law requires from a Candidate no greater eſtate, as a qualifi- 
cation, than a tew hundred pounds per annum, the operation of the law ſhould 
diſqualify every man — nb not extended to thouſands; and that, 
at the ſame time that the Legiſlature appears to give the Electors a choice 
from amongſt thoſe who oflels a moderate and independent competence, it 
ſhould vir.ually compel hem to chooſe from amongſt thoſe who themſelves 


abound in wealth, or are ſupported by the wealth of others. 

Your Pet1T10NERs are the more alarmed at the progreſs of private pa- 
tronage, becauſe it is rapidly leading to conſequences which menace the very 
exiſtence of the Conſtitution, 

At the commencement of every ſeſſion of Parliament, your Honourable 
Houſe, acting up to the — jealouſy of your — 
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ors, and ſpeaking 
the 
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the pure, conſtitutional language of a Eritiſn Houſe of Commons, reſolve; 
as appears by your Journ, Is, „hat no Peer of this realm hath any right to 
give his vote in the E (eRion of any Member to ſerve in Parliament; and 
alſo, 4 * That it is a high infringement upon the liberties and privileges of 
& the Commons of Gre at Britain, for any Lord of Farliament, or any Lord 


Licutenant of any County, to concern themſel es in the Electionsof Mem- 
« hers to ſerve "ay the 8 in Parliament.“ 

Your t rs inf. rm * Hononravle Hlouſe, and are ready to prove 

at your bar, that they ha the bn reaſonable grounds to ſuſpect that no 


K ag ONE HIUNDRED AND FIFTY of your Honourable Members owe 
their Elections entirely to the rterference of V cers; and your Petitioners are 
preparcd to ſhew by legal evidence, that forty VEE rs, in defiance of your 
reſolutions, have poſteſſed themſelves of ſo ma * p urgage Lenures, and ob- 

'ute | uncoatronled co "kad in very many ſmall 
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t2ined ſuch an al 
Boroughs in t! in adam, as to be enabled by their own poſitive authority 


145 


o return KI, oN of your Ho: 9 Members. 

Your Petitioners will, however, urge this grievance of the interference of 
Peers in Elections no further, beta the = are : ſotisfied that it is ut meceſſary. 
Numbers of your Hondural able Membcrs malt individually have known the 
faft, but collectively your } Dr louſe has undoubtedly been a ſtran- 
ger to it. It is now brought before you by thoſe Who tender evidence of the 
truth of what they aſſert, and they conce ive it would be improper in them to 


aſk that by petiti In, V ich muſt be locked for as the certain reſult of your 
own honourable attachment to your on üben es and privileges. 

Yorn Fetitiowetks have thus laid before your Honourable Houſe, what 
the milcht, f5 are which ariſe from the preſent {tate of the Repreſentation, and 
what they conceive to be the grounds of thoſe miſchiets, and therefore pray 
t has 4 ae 

They now humbly beg leave to offer their reaſons, why they are anxious 
that ſome remedy ſhouid be immedi: ately applied, 

Your Petitioners truſt they may be allowed to Rate, becauſe they are ready 
to prove, that Seats in your Honourable Eouſe are fought for at a moſt ex- 
travacant and incre- {ins rate of expence. 

M hat can have fo mu ich ; aug mented the ambition to fit in your Honourable 
Houſe, your Petitioners Co nut preſurne accurately to have diſcovered, but 
the means taken by Candidates to obtain, and by Electors to heftow that 
honour, evidently appear 0 have been increaſing in a progreſiive degree 
et iraud and corrvp dio. \ our Petitioners are induced to make this a1 er- 
tion by the Legiſlatu re having tound it neccflary, during the laſt and preſent 
reigns, ſo much to iwell the Statute Book with laws for the prevention of 
tao ſe offences. 

As far as conjecture can lead your Petitioners, they muit ſuppoſe, that the 
encreaſed National Debt, and the 2 nt t increaſe of influence, are the 

Cauſes of the encreaſed ea gerne f; of individuals to become Members of the 

}}ouſe of Commons, and of their indiifc rence as to the means uſed to gratiiy 
their ſpeculations. Io prove that they do not {ate this wantonly, or with. 
out ſubſtantial grounds, th ey humbly beg to call your attention to the tol- 
lowing 1 able, all the vouchers for which are to be found ia the Journals of 


”y_ Honourable H ouſe, or in dilerent Acts of Parliament. 
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Tt is upon this evidence of the increaſe of taxes, eftabliſhments, and in- 
fucnce, and the increaſe of laws found neceſſary to repel the increaſing attacks 
upon the purity and freedom of Elections, that your Petitioners conceive it 
high time to enquire into the premiſes. 

Your Petitioners are confident that in what they have ſtated, they are ſup- 
ported by the evidence of facts, and they truſt that, in conveying thoſe facts 
to your Honourable Houſe, they have not been betrayed into the language of 
reproach, or diſreſpet. Anxious to preſerve in its purity a Conſtitution they 
Jove and admire, they have thought it their duty to lay before you, not ge- 
neral ſpeculations deduced from theoretical opinions, but poſitive truths ſuſ- 
ceptible of direct poof, and if in the performance of this ak, they have bern 
obliged to call your attention to aſſertions which you have not been accuſ- 
tomed to hear, and which they lament that they are compelled to make, they 
intreat the indulgence of your Honourable Houſe. 

Your Petitioners will only further treſpaſs upon your time, while they re- 
capitulate the objects of their prayer, which are, | 

Nhat your Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed to take ſuch meaſures, as to 
your wiſdom may ſeem meet, to remove the evils arifing from the unequal 
manner in which the different parts of the kingdom are admitted io partici- 
pate in the Repreſentation. 

To correct the partial diſtribution of the Elective Franchiſe, which commits 
the choice of Repreſentatives to ſelect bodies of men of ſuch limited num- 
bers as rendets them an eaſy prey to the artful, or a ready purchaſe to the 
wealthy. 

To . the right of voting upon an uniform and equitable principle. 

And ſinally to ſnorten the duration of Parliaments, and by removing the 
cauſes of that confuſion, litigation and expence, with which they are at this 
day conducted, to render frequent and new Elections, what our Anceſtors at 
the Revolution aſſerted them to be, the means of a happy union and good 
agreement between the King and People. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever prays 
6 JU 62 
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TABLE OF PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE. 


Prtrafted from the Report on the State of the Repreſentation, publiſhed by the 
Society of the Friends of the People. 


WVAMES of PATRONS, NOMINATIONS, INFLUENCE, Total Mem, 
bers returu- 
r for Appleby od byfFeere> 
Carl of Lonſdale nominates 42 — Cockermouth & influences 2 for Weſtmoreland 3 
2 — Haſlemere 
rt — Boſliney 
Lord Mount Edgecumbe 42 — Leſtwithiel — 1 — Fowey 6 
2 — Plympton 
2 — Liſkeard . 
Lord Eliott 2 — Grampound — - 
2 — St. Germain's 1 K 
2 — Boroughbrid 1 —» Newar 
Duke of Newcaſtle 3 3 5 — Jl — lk Std 5 
. 2 — Buckingham 1 — Buckinghamſh. 
Marquis of Buckingham 1 — —— — Ayleſbury - 
Lord Ayleſbury nt = — _ FS . 4 
2 — Launcciton 
Duke of Northumberland 2 —- Newport (Cor, > _ _—_ 3 * 
2 oo Woodſtock 1 — Orxfordſhire 
Duke of Marlborough ; 1 — Heyteſbury ; m_ ; 1 — Oxford 5 
; 3 2 — Malton N 
Earl Fitzwilliam 8 ad F — Peterborough 5 
Marquis of Lanſdowne 2 — Calne — 2 — Wycombe 4 
Lord Sydney 1 — Whitchurch — 2 — Ludverthall 3 
Duke of Devonſhire 2 — Knareſborough — = Ca 4 
f t — Bedtordſhire 
Duke of Bedford 2 — Taviſtock — ; 1 — Oakhampton 4 
1 — Staftordſhire 
Marquis of Stafford — — 1 — Litchfield 4 
; 2 — Neucaitle, Staff. 
Lord Hertford 2 — Orford — — 2 
Loid Abingdon 2 — Weitbury — — 2 
X ö 1 — Arundel 
Duke of Norfolk PET þ — Leominſter 5 2 
1 — Grantham 
Duke of Rutland 1 — Bramber 1 — Scarbro' 4 
1 — Newark 
Duke of Richmond 8 - 1 — Chicheſter 
1 — Seaford 
Lord Radnor 2 — Downton — 1 — New Sarum 
1 —» Monmouthſhire 
Duke of Beaufort —— — 1 — Monmouth 3 
t Glouceſterſhire 
Lord Sand wich WY > 1 — Huntingdonſhire 
; 2 — —— 3 
Marquis of Bath 2 — Weobly — — 2 
Lord Egremont 2 — Midhurſt _ — — 2 
Lord Weſtmoreland 2 — Lyme Regis — — — 2 
Lord Cornwallis 2 — Eye — —— — 2 
Duke of Grafton — > — Bury p 
1 —» Thetford 2 
Duke of Dorſet 2 — Grinſtead — — — 
Duke of Bridge water 2 — Brackley _ — — 2 
Lord Beverley 2 — Becrallion — — — 2 
30 Peers nominate IE influence 23 Total nog 
| NAMES 
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Brought forward 


Lord Camelford nominates 


Lord Foley 
Lord Bute 

Lord Portſmouth 
Lord Orford 
Lord Malmſbury 
Lord Hard wicke 
Lord Somers 
Lord Townſhend 
Lord Harrowby 
Lord Darlington 
Lord Bulkeley 
Lord Powis 
Duke of Bolton 


Lord Spencer 


Lord Falmouth 
Lord Thanct 
Lord Guildford 
Lord Camden 
Lord Poulett 


Lord Groſvenor 


Lord Bathurſt 
Lord Shafteſbury 
Lord Berkeley 
Lord Brownlow 
Lord Pembroke 


Lord Oxford 


Duke of Mancheſter 


Lord Pelham 
Duke of Portland 


Lord Uxbridge 


Lord Exeter 
Lord Warwick 
Lord Petre 

Lord Clarendon 
Lord Bolingbroke 
Lord Carliile 
Lord Onflow 
Lord Walpole 
Lord Grimſton 
Duke of Leeds 


71 Peers nominate 8 


The Treaſury 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


NAMEs of PATRONS, 


nommete 


2 for Queenborough 


- 


71 Peers & the Trezi, nom, go 


Total! Mem- 
bers return. 


ed by Pe e 


NOMINATIONS. INFLUENCE, 
66 Brought forward 39 
2 for Old Sarum inſluences 
2 — Droitwich —— 1 — Worceſterſhire 
2 — Bollney — 1 — Car disk 
1 — 1 — Andover 
1 — Caſtle Riſing — — — 
1 — Chriſtchurch — 
1 — Ryegate — 1 — Cambridgeſhire 
1 — Rycgate — — — 
1 — Tamworth — — — — 
2 — Tiverton — — 
1 — Winchelſca — — 
1 — Bcaumaris — — — 
x — Montgomery —— — 
WER — 1 — Totnels 
12 Oakhampton 7 
* 5 * — St. Alban's 5 
2 Truro — — 
1 — Avpleby — — 
1 — Banbury — 
— — 1 — Bath 
— — — „ 2 — Bridgewater 
ads — 2 — Cheer 
— — 1 — Cirenceſter 
* — 1 — Dorcheſter 
— — | — Glouceilerſhire 
_ — 1 — Grantham 
2 — Wilton — — 
1 — Radnorſhids 
FT SOT. 1 — New Radnor 
a naman 1 — Huntingdonthire 
nnd — 1 — Lewes 
mold — 1 — Nottinghamſhire 
' 1 — Angleſea 
1 — Milbourne Port —— ; 8 
— — — 2 — Stamford 
ana — 2 — Warwick 
. — 1 — Ihettord 
— — 1 — Wovntton Baſſett 
* — 3 — Wootton Ballett 
— — 82 — Morpeth 
— — — 4 — Guildlord 
— — y — Lynn 
. — xy — St. Albans 
— — 1 — Penryn 
8 inſluence 75 Total 


tfluence 1 for Dover 
1 — Rocheſter 
2 — Plymouth 
2 — Windior 
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influence 80 


Total 


5 


105 
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PATRONAGE 


PATRONAGE OF COMMONERS. 


NAMES of PATRONS. 


Wm. Pike, ! q. aon¹nate, 
1 1d | 

Rev. XN:1 Non 

8 1 4 \ . Bart. 
— Kot. ig. 

W. Pulucncy, Eſq. 


R. Barwell, Eſq. 

P. C. Creſpigny. Eſq. 
— Treſuſs, Eiq. 

Sir H. Bridgmon, Bart. 


J. Buller, Eſq, 
Buller, eſq. 


Sir Fraricts Buller, Bart. 
Sir R. Clayton, Bart. 
Sir T. Dundas, Bart, 

Sir E. Decring, Bart. 
Sir T. * = _—_ Bart, 
Sir H. „Bart. 
Sir H. * althorpe, Bart. 
Sir F. Baſſet, Bart, 

Sir J. Koncyword, Bart. 
Sir F. $\ kes, Bart. 

Sir J. Vanneck, Bart. 
Sir F. Butinston, Zart. 
Sir R. Words, Bart. 
Sir n Bert 
Sir R. Pal! rt 

Sir G. Yo zart 


Sir C. Davers, Bart. 
Sir S. Fludver, Bart, 
Sir W. W. W 
Lord Net C © 
Lord Miciicton 


_ All lanſon 


45 Commoners 


NOMINATIONS, 
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reminate 6 


2 
1 
1 
1 


for 
Wr 
for 
tor 
tor 


— 


for 
fon 
tor 
for 
for 
for 
tor 


for 


for 


for 


for 
tor 
tor 


for 


* mondeſham 
8:11 p Caitle 
N ew port (Uta. 
* armouth; Ha. ) 


[{-titone 


- Hclitone 


Tregony 
Winchelſea 


INFLUENCE, 


influences 


MANN 


A'dborough (Sutfolk) 


Callington 


Aſhburton 


Faltaſh 
Welt Looe 
Lal Looe 


Blechingly 
Richmond 
Romney 
Ihirtke 
Lymington 
Biamber 


Steyning 


Dunwich 


Newtown (Hants) 
Newtown (Hants) 


Aſhburton 


Bewdley 


- Whitchurch 


Petersficld 
Harwich 

NI. Un I bury 
II heller 


hanged 


11e! 


— 


— 
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Newtown (Lancaſhi re) 


eager, Port 
Warenam 
Vendover 
Horſham 


Rippon 


1 


inſiuence 23 


1 for Ludlow 


4 for — mouth, &c. 
1 for RN 


—ͤ — 


for Wenlock 


1 for 


for 


for St. MichaePs 


Wizan 


— — 


Totneſs 


Hindon ? 


St. Michael's 


Penryn 


Wallingford 


— 
— — 
— — 
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NAMES of PATRONS, 


Brought forward 


Sir Jonathan Phillips nem, 
Thomas Liſter, Eſq, 
P. A. Curzon, Eſq. 
John Mortlock, Eſq. 
C. Anderſon Pelham, Eſq. 
F. Luttrell, Eſq. 
. Barne, Eſq. 
Bond, Eſq. 
. Bankes, Eſq. 
E. Laſcelles, Eiq. 
H. Pierce, Esq. 
R. Ladbroke, Esq. 
W. Currie, Esq. 
W. P. Aſhe A*'Court, Esq. 
B. Howard, Esq. 
George Hunt, Esq. 
Lord Milford 
C. Foreſter, Eq. 
C. Jervoise, E8q. 
4 Ly Esq. "0 
G. Rose, Esq. 
W. Evelyn, Eq. 
St. C. F. Radcliffe, Exq, 
T. W. Coke, Eq. 
T. Anson, Esq. 
W. Lee Antonie, Esq. 
T. Williams, Esq. 
R. Middleton, Esq. 
Philip Raſhleigh, Esq. 
C. Tud way, Esq. 
- Dawkins, Esq. 
. Penton, Esq. 
R. Peel, Exq. 
James Sutton, Esq. 
— Whitaker, Eq. 
Sir P. Burrel, Bart. 
os. Iremonger, Esq. 
. Beckford, Esq. 
Sir J. Carter 
E. Baſtard, Exq. 


NOMINATIONS, 


61 


2 ſor Camelford 
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for Clitheroe 
for Clitheroe 
for Dunwich 
for Corfe Caſtle 
for Corte Caſtle 
for Northallerton 
for Northallerton 
for Gatton 

for Gatton 

for Heyteſbury 
for Caſtle Ring 
for Bodmin 


for Yarmouth (Hants) 


for Chriſtchurch 


for Tamworih 


i 


Edward Milward, Esq, 2 for Haſtings 
Thomas Lamb, Esq. 2 for Rye 

P. Stephens, Esq. — 

Lord Mulgrave _ 

R. Gamon, Esq. — 

Lord Bateman — 


91 Commoners mnominate 82 


influence 57 


[ 14.) 
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Influences 


INFLUENCE. 


Tow! mem! ef 


returned by 
Commoners, 


23 


2 for Cambridge Town 
2 for Griniſby 
2 tor Minchead 


« 


Mann 


for Haverfordweſt 
for Wenlock 


for Bridport 
for Hythe 


1 for Hythe 


for Derby 


1 for Litchfield 


1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


2 


— — — 


ſor Marlow 

for Marlow 

for Denbigh 
for Fowey 

for Wells 

for Chippenham 
for Wincheſter 


for Devizes 
for Shafteſbury 
for Boſton 

ſor Andover 
for Hindon 

for Portsmouth 
for Dartmouth 


for Sandwich 


ABSTRACT. 


91 Peers, and the Treaſury, return by Nominations and Influence — 
91 Commoners return by Nominations and Influence 


Total of Members returned by Private Patronage for England and Wales, excluſive of 
the forty-five for Scotland —— 
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for Scarbro* 
for Wincheſter 
for Leominiter 
Total 139 
17% 
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FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. 


Freematon t Tavern, Saturday, May 25, 1793. 


T an Extraordinary and numerous MEETING of the SOCIETY of the. 
FRIENDS of the PEOPLE, associated for the purpose of obtainig a PAR» 
LIAMENTARY REFORM, held 'THIS DAY, 


E. B. CLIVE, Es9. in the Chair, 


RItOoLVvrd, 


That the following Address to the People of 
Creat Britain, be printed and published: 

THE immediate _ of this Society is to 
atate brielly to the People of the kingdom, for 
whose benefit we have acted, in what ſituation 
the Cause of Reform, and they who are en- 
gaged in it, are left by the late transaction in 
Parliament. In so good a cause, it is honoura- 
ble to have contended, and with a firm con- 
victon that on its success depend the happiness 
and liberties of the nation, we can never suffer 
ourselves to des pair. We are not deterred or 
disappointed by the present deciſion of the 
House of Commons, for neither is this deci- 
sion final, nor is it a question, in which we 
were particularly entitled to expect, that truth 
and reason would be supported by superior 
numbers, We are not discouraged by this 
defeat. It would, indeed, be a ground of 
discouragement to us, if we could believe that 
the People of England were really unwilling 
to promote a change in the Construction of the 
House of Commons, or indifferent about it. 
Such, however, is the concluſion drawn by our 
opponents, from the silence of the principal 
Cities and counties on the present occasion. 
We trust that we shall be furnished with a 
practical aus wer to this objection by numerous 
and strong Declarations and Petitions from a 
great majority of the kingdom, These are 
the means, and the only means by which we 
expect or deſire to succeed, It the country in 
ren will unite with us in demanding a Re- 

orm of Parliament, we have no doubt of its 
being obtained in a regular Parliamentary way, 
without a hazard of any kind. If, on the 
contrary, it should a pear, after a fair and 
Sufficient trial of the , of the coun- 
try, that the measure has utterly lost its popu- 
larity, and that the Nation, whether adverse or 
indifferent, will not take an active part in sup- 
port of it, then indeed it will become us to 
abandon all thoughts of a useless vexatious 
perseverance in so deserted a cause; and hay- 
ing appealed to the Highest Tribunal, b 
which a National Queſtion can be pornnnar Moy 
that of the People themselves, we must sub- 
mit with patience to their ultimate deciſion, 
Individuals may adhere to their principles, 
but it will be in vain for them to persist in 
their endeavours, The duty that guryives 
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hope will never be — with energy or 
effect.— On the other hand, some circum- 
3tances encourage us to persevere. We have 
reason to believe that the intervention of the 
war with France, and the alarms, whether well 
or ill founded, which have prevailed through- 
out England, during the last winter, and which 
we have no doubt were excited and inflamed 
for the special purpose of checking the dispoe 
sition — the country in favour of a Reform, 
and of calummating the characters of those 
who promoted it. These, we believe, are the 
true causes of that ſilence and inactivity on the 
part of the Nation which have been objected 
to us in Parliament. 

We are therefore of opinion, that the sense 
of the country has not yet been declared on 
this great question, and that their final deei- 
sion of it has not beeu given, The temper of 
the House of Commons is evidently moderated 
ſince the subject was agitated last year, The 
Members, who stand tor the Public on this 
occaſion, are treated, as in all cases the repre- 
sentatives of a great popular interest, and of 
the popular will ought to be, with some degree 
of decorum. Declarations made by persons of 
great authority in the Ilouse, tho* ambiguous 
or unfavourable, suppose and admit the pos- 
sibility, at leaſt, of their reverting hercafter to 
former profeſſions, and of their concurring 
with us at some future uncertain period. 
When such men keep the opinions they de- 
liver, within the reach of recal, it is to be pre- 
sumed that others who have no opinions at all, 
will see the imprudence of binding themselves 
by unqualiſied declarations which they may 
not be able to abandon or retract, however 
careless of character and conſistency, aud 
though urged to it hereafter by the only mo- 
tives that ever influence their conduct. 

The ground we have gained by the recep- 
tion of our Petition, appears to us to be im- 
portant, and the station it gives us impregna- 
ble. It is not a circumstance of little moment 
to the cause of Reform, that a Petition stat ing 
to the House of Commons itself, such facts 
and such arguments, with a direct offer on the 
part of the Petitioners, to establish every one 
of their allegations by zufficient evidence, 
ſhould be received without dispute, and re- 
corded for ever on the Vates aud Journals of 
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eee, 


the House. 


form or terms of the Petition. 


No objection was made to the 
No part of 


its contents was denied, or even questioned, 


The motion to bring up the Petition was not 
opposed by any man. The Housc heard it 
distinctly read, They ordered it to he on 
their table; and after a debate of two days, 
refused to appoint a Commiitce to take it into 
eonfideraition, We 5$tate the {aft to the world, 
and Jeave 1t without any further observation, 


In the conduct of this buimness hitherto, We 
de public voice to renew and to continue o 
. — * 


are not conscious of having omitted any thing 
that could be c:xpetted trom the efiorts of a 


' 
1 


few individuals, to ronse and engage the of 
tention of the people to their own eſſential ins 
tereſt. They who ink we have been de 
fhcient ip any part of our duty, or that we 
ought still to procedi with activity and vis 
gour, are bound to iustruct, us by their eff 
ample, or at least, to stygugthen us by theirs 
$18tance, We have taken oug station, d wi 
shall not abandon it. The Whtion shall ata 
times find us at our post alert, prepared, ang 
determined, wheneyer we are called upon h 

cHorts. a 


In nanic, and by order 


(Signed) 


of the Society, 
E. B. CLIVE, Chairmamg 
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